Bethel Township Meeting Minutes
June 23, 2026 @ 6:00 pm

Meeting called to order at 6:08 pm.

Welcome & Pledge: Led by Trustee Alec Ashbaugh

Attendance: Trustee Ashbaugh, Trustee Coppess & Trustee Berner, Fire Chief James Snyder, Fiscal Office Christina Riggs, and Administrator Rhonda Ledford

Announcements: Just a reminder that the Rumpke tour is Wednesday, June 24th, at 11:00, and the Clark County, Ohio Township meeting is Thursday, June 25, at 6:30 pm. at the Windy Knoll Banquet Center. 

Citizens' comments related to the agenda:
At this time, we kindly request that all comments be held until the citizens’ comment time at the end of our meeting.

Trustee Coppess moves to accept the agenda.  Second by Trustee Berner.  R/C: All ayes 
Trustee Ashbaugh moves to pay the bills, check numbers 69831 through 69833, and ACH deductions (845 payroll) 846-2026 through 937-2026 for a total of $110,805.56. Second by Trustee Berner.  R/C: All ayes 
Trustee Ashbaugh moves to dispense with the reading and accept the minutes from the June 9, 2026, meeting.   Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Administration: N/A
Road: N/A
Police: Deputy Long and Deputy Ohlinger reported that they issued approximately 20 citations for inoperable vehicles on the streets of Park Layne. All were resolved by the owners except for two, which were towed by the deputies. Thank you, citizens, for taking care of these issues!
Fire: N/A
NEW BUSINESS:
Administration:                                                                                                                                                  26-06-23-01 Trustee Berner makes a motion to pass a resolution to place Christina Riggs on the WesBanco and Star account as the new fiscal officer for Bethel Township and remove Douglas Meyer.  Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes         

Police
26-06-23-02 Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion amend Resolution # 26-05-26-01 which was accepted May 26, 2026.  The purpose of this amendment is to include the phrase “Excluding the Village of Donnelsville” in the wording of the “Resolution of Necessity” for the renewal of the existing Bethel Township Police Department levy. Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes

A renewal of an existing 1.75 mills levy (excluding the Village of Donnelsville) for 5 years commencing 2027 to 2031 for providing and maintaining motor vehicles, communications, and other equipment, buildings, and sites for such buildings used directly in the operation of a police department for the payment of salaries of permanent or part-time communications, or administrative personnel to operate the same including the payment of any employer contributions required for such personnel under the section 145.48 or 742.33 of the ORC for the payment of the cost incurring by townships as a result of contracts made with other political subdivisions to obtain police protection, for the provision of ambulance or emergency medical services operated by the police department or for the payment of other related costs. This levy does not increase taxes.  


Road:
Medlake Park update:
Trustee Coppess made a motion to accept quote #2128 from Hamilton Well Drilling for $3,950.00. This quote covers the excavation from the well pit to the Bethel Township Community Center, the installation of new water lines to the well, and potentially new power wire with conduit. Additionally, core concrete will be installed at both the pit and the building. They will also install a Y-34 Woodford Yard Hydrant. Of the total, $1,207.00 will be allocated from our ARPA funds, and the remaining amount will come from the general fund for property services. Trustee Ashbaugh seconded the motion. R/C: All ayes

Medlake Parking: Residents rented the Bethel Township Community Center, but upon arrival, they found that all the parking spaces had been taken by baseball parents, leaving no available spots for the renters. The Trustees will take the time to assess the parking situation and determine what can be done.

Fire: 
Renewal #1                                                                                                                                       26-06-23-03 Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to amend Resolution 26-05-26-02, which was accepted on May 26, 2026. The purpose of this amendment is to include the phrase "including the Village of Donnelsville" in the wording of the "Resolution of Necessity" for the renewal of the #1 existing tax levy. Seconded by Trustee Berner. R/C: All ayes
RENEWAL #1 – Fire & EMS (2 mills, 5 years)
A renewal of an existing levy (including the Village of Donnelsville)  2- mils for each one dollar of taxable value (10 cents for each one hundred dollars of taxable value), for a period of five (5) years, for the purpose of providing fire protection and emergency medical services, without increasing taxes.

Renewal #2:
26-06-23-04 Trustee Coppess makes a motion to amend Resolution 26-05-26-03, which was accepted on May 26, 2026. The purpose of this amendment is to include the phrase “including the Village of Donnelsville” in the wording of the "Resolution of Necessity" for the renewal of the #2 existing tax levy. Seconded by Trustee Berner. R/C: All ayes
RENEWAL #2 – Fire & EMS (2 mills, 5 years)
A renewal of an existing levy (including the Village of Donnelsville) 2-mils for each one dollar of taxable value (10 cents for each one hundred dollars of taxable value), for a period of five (5) years, for the purpose of providing fire protection and emergency medical services, without increasing taxes.

Renewal #3:
26-06-23-05 Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to amend Resolution 26-05-26-04, which was accepted on May 26, 2026. The purpose of this amendment is to include the phrase "including the Village of Donnelsville" in the wording of the "Resolution of Necessity" for the renewal of the #3 existing tax levy. Second by Trustee Coppess. R/C: All ayes
RENEWAL #3 – (2 mills, 5 years)
A renewal of an existing levy (including the Village of Donnelsville) of 2.0 mils for each one dollar of taxable value (10 cents for each one hundred dollars of taxable value), for a period of five (5) years, for the purpose of providing and maintaining fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, under-water rescue and recovery equipment or other fire equipment, appliances, buildings and sites therefore or sources of water supply and materials therefor the establishment and maintenance of lines of fire-alarm communications for the payment of firefighting companies or permanent, part-time or volunteer firefighting, emergency medical service, administrative or communications personnel to operate the same, including the payment of any contributions required for such personnel under section  145.48 or 742.34 of the ORC, for the purchase of ambulance equipment for the provision of ambulance, paramedic, or other emergency medical services operated by a fire department or firefighting company or other payment related costs.  This levy will not raise taxes.


Special & Work Sessions: 
Trustee Ashbaugh moves to set a special session on Tuesday, June 30, 2026 @ 6:00 pm.  Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes
Discussions will be as follows: Personnel and property nuisances.
Citizens' Comments: Discussions were made about help with Tillie Lane.

Trustee Coppess makes a motion to enter into executive session under ORC 121.22 (G) at 6:52 pm to discuss personnel.  Second by Trustee Berner. No action will be taken in Executive Session. R/C: All ayes
Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to return from executive session and enter back into regular session at 7:04 pm.  Second by Trustee Berner.  R/C: All ayes 
The results of the executive session are as follows: The board has reviewed the situation and found no evidence to support the claim.  No action will be taken at this time.
Trustee Ashbaugh moves to adjourn the meeting @ 7:15 pm.  Second by Trustee Berner.                 R/C: All ayes
                                                                      
                                                                                        ___________________________
                                                                                         Alec Ashbaugh, Chairperson
                                                                                         ___________________________
                                                                                         Steven Coppeess, Vice-Chairperson
                                                                                          ___________________________
                                                                                           Jason Berner, Member
                                                                                           ____________________________
                                                                                            Christina Riggs, Fiscal Officer


Roll call taken and minutes transcribed by administrator Rhonda Ledford
 

