Bethel Township Meeting Minutes

April 28, 2026 @ 6:00 pm
Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm

Welcome & Pledge: Led by Trustee Ashbaugh
Attendance: Trustees Ashbaugh, Coppess & Berner, Road Supervisor Bryan Stastny, Fiscal Officer Doug Meyer, Administrator Rhonda Ledford 
Announcements: Opening Day for Donnelsville Baseball is Saturday, May 2, 2026.  The parade is at 10:00 am.  Opening Day for Medlake Baseball is Saturday, May 9, 2026.  Parade starts at 9:00 am.                                                                                              
Citizens' comments related to the agenda:
At this time, we kindly request that all comments be held until the citizens’ comment time at the end of our meeting.
Trustee Ashbaugh moves to accept the agenda.  Second by Trustee Berner.  R/C: All ayes
Trustee Berner moves to pay the bills, check numbers 69765 through 69782, and ACH deductions 491-2026 through 550-2026 for a total of $130,651.31. Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes
Trustee Ashbaugh moves to dispense with the reading and accepts the minutes from the April 14, 2026, meeting and the Special Session held on April 21st and 27th.  Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes (Sent to the trustees 4-16-2026) 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Administration: Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to donate $1,000.00 to the National Night Against Crime event held on Tuesday, August 4, 2026, from 5-8.  Tecumseh High School will host the event in collaboration with the City of New Carlisle and Bethel Township. The City of New Carlisle will match this amount. Second by Trustee Coppess. R/C: All ayes
Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to enter into a one-year recreational agreement with TAYSA to use Raynor Park as their playing field from August 1, 2026, to November 2, 2026. Second by Trustee Berner.  R/C: All ayes
This contract ends July 31, 2027.  Should this be dated the end of the season? The extension until the end of the year is due to their storage facility being in the park.

Road:                                                                                                                                             Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to approve the quote from MC Lawn Revival for $15,000.00 per year for the Donnelsville Cemetery.  This includes weed-eating 2 times a month and mowing 4 times a month for 6 months. Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes
MLC Quality Maintenance came in to check their proposal for Raynor Park.  He submitted a new proposal for ½ the price of the original for one (1) year.  He would like the opportunity to make Raynor look better.  Further Discussion?
Trustee Coppess makes a motion to approve the contract with MLC Quality Maintenance for $700.00 per mow and weed-eating for the Raynor Park area. Maintenance will be performed every 8-10 days. Seconded by Trustee Berner. R/C: All ayes. Austin agreed to cut the mowing cost by $100.00 a month when TAYSA and Wee Arrows are in season, and they take charge of mowing their area.
Police: 
Fire:

NEW BUSINESS:
Administration: Rhonda has found a grant with Nature Works.  I would like to look at expanding the parking lot at Raynor Park and installing new bleachers.  Thoughts? The trustees agreed to have Rhonda look into this.
Police
Fire: 
Road: Gov deals .com 2002 Chevy 2500 Vin. #1GCHK24U52E305831 with 300,038 miles
Trustee Berner makes a motion to list and sell the 2002 Chevrolet 2500 on Gov deals.com.  Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes, Bryan Stastny will list this vehicle

Special & Work Sessions: 
Trustee Coppess moves to set a Special Session for Monday, May 4, 2026, at 4:30 pm for 2nd interviews with candidates for the Bethel Township Road position and the possible release of funds totaling $10,000.00 for a fire located at 203 Rosewood. The Fire Marshall will need to sign off. Second by Trustee Berner.  R/C: All ayes

Citizens’ Comments: A volunteer from LIFEWISE ACADEMY came in to speak.  They are a privately funded organization that works with elementary school children.  They meet at Bethel Community Church, 4400 Osborn Rd., on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  There are about 45 children involved presently. They invited the community to an open house scheduled on Tuesday, May 19th, from 6:30 to 7:30.  Register at Tecumsehoh@lifewise.org
FYI:
The following vehicles were sold, and on GovDeals.com
1993 Chevrolet 3500 pick-up Truck with 328,110 miles.  Sold for $1,575.00 
1999 International 4900 dump truck with 53,265 miles. Sold for $2,725.00
2004 International dump truck with $50,134 miles.  Sold for $4,250.00


Trustee Ashbaugh moves to adjourn the meeting @6:59 pm.  Second by Trustee Coppess.                 R/C: All ayes.   

                                                                                ___________________________________
                                                                                  Alec Ashbaugh, Chairperson
                                                                               ____________________________________
                                                                                  Steve Coppess, Vice-Chairperson
                                                                               _____________________________________
                                                                                   Jason Berner, Member
                                                                               _____________________________________
                                                                                  Doug Meyer, Fiscal Officer




Roll call and minutes taken and transcribed by administrator Rhonda Ledford

