Bethel Township Meeting Minutes
January 29, 2026 @ 2:00 pm

Meeting called to order @ 2:05 pm. The meeting was moved from the regular day due to weather.
Welcome & Pledge: Led by trustee Ashbaugh
Attendance: Trustee Ashbaugh, Trustee Coppess, Administrator Rhonda Ledford
Announcements: 
Citizens' comments related to the agenda:
At this time, we kindly request that all comments be held until the citizens’ comment time at the end of our meeting.

Trustee Coppess moves to accept the agenda.  Second by Trustee Ashbaugh.  R/C: All ayes 
Trustee  _____ moves to pay the bills, check numbers _____ through _____, and ACH deductions _____through _____ for a total of _______. Second by Trustee ______.  R/C: No motion took place as Fiscal Officer Doug Meyer was absent.
Trustee Coppess moves to dispense with the reading and accept the minutes from the January 13, 2026, meeting.  Second by Trustee Ashbaugh.  R/C: All ayes.

OLD BUSINESS: 
Administration: I have scheduled the cybersecurity training with The Bridge Group for the training we must take under HB 96 (ORC 9.64) on February 26, 2026, from 11:30 to 12:30.  
Trustee Coppess makes a motion to approve lunches to be provided for the training session.  Second by Trustee Ashbaugh.  R/C: All ayes.
NEW BUSINESS:
Administration: Chuck Bauer will speak on the property at the corner of SR 40 and Tillie Lane being used for a pump house for Donnelsville Water. The trustees expressed interest in helping the Clark County Solid Waste with this project.  Information will need to be sent to the townships and the CCSW attorneys.


Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to carry over all uncleared checks into 2026 to give the new fiscal officer the time to research and reconcile the 2025 books. Second by Trustee Coppess.                                   R/C: All ayes
Trustee Ashbaugh approves of Administrator Rhonda Ledford applying for a new credit card with WesBanco.  The WesBanco card will take the place of the PNC card.  Second by Trustee Coppess. R/C: All ayes 
Trustee Coppess approves of making Rhonda Ledford the administrator for the PNC Bank Card.  This allows us to continue to use this card until the WesBanco card is approved.  Second by Trustee Ashbaugh.  R/C: All ayes. 

Trustee Coppess makes a motion to approve the 2026 contract with Tru-quality Services LLC for the following contracts.  Second by Trustee Ashbaugh.  R/C: All ayes
Right-of-way vegetation control of culvert, guardrails, and the road garage for $2,100.00                                                Ten cemeteries for total vegetation & Donnelsville all stones for $1,700.00                                                                 Total control application for Park Layne Manor curbs for $1,450.00                                                                           Ball diamonds at Donnelsville,& Medlake 2 X a year, including wire fence around park for $950.00. 

Fire: Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to approve a Then & Now for Applied Mechanical to install a new replacement geothermal extended-range heat pump to replace the failed unit.  The new unit will cost $15,600.00 and take 3 weeks to receive. Second by Trustee Coppess.           R/C: All ayes
Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to approve the reimbursement payment to Paige Printz for the EMT examination she successfully completed, amounting to $175.00. Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes
Police:                                                                                                                                        
Road:
Trustee Ashbaugh makes a motion to approve a Then & Now for the road garage backhoe to have four new tires installed.  Then & Now was required because this unit had a flat tire and was needed for salt/snow.  The cost is $1,800.00. Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes
Trustee Coppess makes a motion to accept the estimated bid from Carl’s Body Shop for $1,000.00 to repair the dump bed frame on the 2020 Chevy Silverado 3500 HD truck.  Second by Trustee Ashbaugh.  R/C: All ayes

Trustee Coppess makes a motion to accept the estimated bid from Stoops Freightliner for $3110.00. This vehicle was towed to Stoops for repairs to the transmission, damaged wiring, and other items on the 2020 Freightliner.  Second by Trustee Ashbaugh.  R/C: All ayes
Special & Work Sessions: 
Trustee Ashbaugh moves to set a work session on Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026, at 6:00 pm.  Second by Trustee Coppess.  R/C: All ayes 
Discussions will be as follows: Budget, revenue, and road repairs.
Citizens’ Comments: 
Heath Jones provided an update regarding the streetlights on Klose Avenue. Kelly Ranes from Miami Valley Lighting has dispatched a crew to investigate the issue, and their report indicated that there is a faulty connection at the pole. The necessary repairs have been scheduled, but the timeline for completion will depend on weather conditions.

Trustee Ashbaugh moves to adjourn the meeting @ 2:55pm.  Second by Trustee Coppess.                R/C: All ayes 


                                                                                     ___________________________________
                                                                                      Alec R. Ashbaugh, Chairperson
                                                                                     ___________________________________
                                                                                      Steven Coppess, Vice-Chairperson
                                                                                     ___________________________________
                                                                                      Jason Berner, Member
                                                                                     ___________________________________
                                                                                       Douglas Meyer, Fiscal Officer


Roll call and minutes were taken and transcribed by administrator Rhonda Ledford




